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Transcribed from a hand written letter

Hazel Run, MN. 56241
August 4, 1998

Attention: Mark S. Plank
Senior Environmental Scientist
U. S. Dept of Agriculture
Washington, D.C.  20250

Dear Mr. Plank

We appreciate the fact that you are a part of a governmental agency that is
working to protect a good and healthful environment for us here in S.W.
Minnesota and eastern South Dakota.

This letter will not criticize any group or agency but merely explain what our
concerns and needs are.  We are a small city of about 77 inhabitants, 29
residences, 4 business and 1 church that are in genuine need of good quality
water.  At the present time there are 26 private wells of an average depth of 45
feet and 4 cisterns providing household water.  The water has a hardness
running the range of 40-65 grains with a great amount of iron.  With a system of
individual septic tanks & drain lines for each home and business we are in
constant danger of contamination of our water supplies.  The above facts we are
sure your hydrologists are well aware of but we wish to reiterate them.

In the spring of 1992 a survey of Hazel Run was taken and a cost allocation was
prepared.  We then figured a monthly cost of about $30 per hook up for debt
service alone.  That cost plus the cost of water itself was regarded by us as
pretty expensive.  We thought that the fine quality of the water that L.P.R.W.
promised to provide us would be worth the cost.

Now 6, and perhaps will be 7 years later we realize that perhaps our chance for
water has disappeared mainly because of the increased costs to L.P.R.W. of law
suits, the possible cost of finding and developing new sources of water and costs
of the bureaucratic nightmare of justifying not only new expansion but their very
existence.

If there is much increase in the costs of our debt service over the figure of 1992
of supplying Hazel Run with rural water we seriously believe that it will not be
economically feasible focus to for us to hook on.

We hope that you do not lose sight of the fact that the balance between Flora –
Fauna and the real needs of human beings must be at least a little weighed to
the human side.



We were so close in 1992 and we have waited so long.

Written on behalf of Council and residents of the city of Hazel Run,

Clerk, Walter O. Wilson
Mayor, David R Esp (sp?)

Cc: Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water
State Sen., Arlene Leswiski (sp?)
State Reps,. Marty Seifert (sp?)
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